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BRINCING OPERA
MO OUR CHILDRIEN

We are proud to have introduced opera to thousands of young
children over the years and have been thrilled to watch the talent

~ of more than a few of them blossom into wholehearted pursuit of
careers in music. It is enormously rewarding for us to not only give
the gift of music to appreciative audiences, but to discover and
develop qifted young children.

Our programs reach across all demographic and socioeconomic
lines, and even help enrich the lives of some less fortunate than
ourselves. We are proud to have children participating in our
programs who are differently-abled, including a sight-impaired
eight-year old girl and an autistic teenager who has participated
in our summer program for five consecutive years. On the following
pages is a report of last year's activities and a few examples of
what our wonderful young people are achieving.
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OPERA NADPLES
OUTREACH PROGRAMS

Over the last seven years, our education programs have reached
literally thousands of young people across Collier and Lee
Counties. Last year alone, we visited a dozen schools in the
region, performing for more than three thousand students. Ue
also performed for 35 at-risk children who are part of the Super
Kids Club, whose mission is to "address the needs of at-risk
elementary children in Bonita Springs and €ast Naples."

Last year's program (2011-2012) included:
* In-school performances of a touring production of
Hansel and Gretel, featuring 11 year-old singers
in the title roles.
* Public performances of Hansel and Gretel,
presented at Community School of Naples.
* Scenes for Teens, an opportunity for young
people to receive important public performance
opportunities.
* Participation in the Bayshore/CAPA
€rich Kunzel Concert Series with a program that
again featured our young performers, as
well as our resident professional artists.
* A summer youth program, which engaged 20
young performers in a staged production of
Gilbert and Sullivan’s Patience, performed for
more than 200 people at the G&L Theatre at
Community School of Naples.
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Luciano Marsalli
Luciano is thirteen years old and is in the
eighth grade. He has performed in eight full-
scale operas with Opera Naples including
la Boheme, Il Trovatore, The Magic Flute,
U€lisir d' Amore, and Carmen. He played
the lead in Opera Noples' productions of
Amahl ond the Night Visitors and Hansel
& Gretel. Other credits include Gilbert &
Sullivan's witty Major General, Sir Joseph
Porter, K.C.B., and Koko in Opera Naples'
Summer Youth Programs. In a Washington,
DC production of Patience, luciano played
Mojor Murgatroyd. Most recently, he was
the Judge in Gilbert and Sullivan's Trial -
by Jury. last season, trying his hand ot
a non-singing role, luciono performed
Mustardseed while covering Puck in
Shakespeare's A Midsummer Night's Dream
with the local theatre group, Shakespeare
in Paradise. A vocal student of Steffanie
Pearce, Luciano is a two-time, first-place
winner of the junior vocal division of
Naples Music Club. Also a member of the
Noples Philharmonic Youth Orchestra,
' Luciano plays first violin.
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